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Former Paratrooper Recalls WWII Incident that Led to Beer Fame 

It took 65 years for Vincent Speranza to find out that his actions in Belgium during World War II 
had been immortalized — for his ingenuity with the beverage that the country is famous for pro-
ducing. 

The Auburn, Ill., native had buried the war — and the pain he endured — deep inside until his 
wife died four years ago and he began thinking about the past. Visiting his storied 501st Infantry 
Regiment earlier this month in Alaska to observe readiness training, he shared his rich combat 
experiences. 

Speranza joined the Army in 1943 right after graduating from high 
school. He was assigned to Company H, 501st Parachute Infantry 
Regiment, 101st Airborne Division, as a replacement in November 
1944 while the unit licked its wounds from the devastating failure 
of Operation Market-Garden. 

Within weeks, Speranza would be in a foxhole in Bastogne, Bel-
gium — cold, running short on supplies and ammo and surrounded 
by German troops. 

“The first eight days we got pounded” by German artillery, he re-
called. “But this was the 101st. They could not get past (us). They 
never set one foot in Bastogne.” 

 

 On the second day of the siege, a friend named Joe Willis was wounded with shrapnel in both 
legs and brought to a makeshift combat hospital in a blown-out church. When Speranza tracked 
him down, the fellow paratrooper asked him to get him something to drink. 

 

For the rest of the story click here….Read more 

Related: More Stars and Stripes Army news 

Vincent Speranza, a former infantryman 

machine gunner with the 501st Parachute 

Infantry Regiment during WWII, inspects an 

M249 machine gun weapon system during an 

installation visit Oct. 6, 2013, at Joint Base 

Elmendorf-Richardson, Alaska. Speranza was 

at the base to visit paratroopers with the 1st 

Battalion, 501st Infantry Regiment, and to be 

a special guest at their regimental ball.  

A Note From the Airport Manager…. 

Things are going well. We are finalizing the ramp and getting all the paperwork done. 

 

A couple of things in the works this year. We have two high priority projects this year. One being, looking to purchase a new 

fire truck. The current one is over 20 years old. We are applying to the FAA for the funding for that.  

 

The other thing is that we are making plans to get another building to house all the airport equipment in one area. Hopefully, 

to put it around the fire station building.  

 

One request that I would like to ask is the to please keep in mind is the snow removal. Our workers are going above and be-

yond on the service that is required. A reminder that there is over 100 miles of runway and taxiways to plow.  

We will get it done as soon as possible. Thank you for your understanding. 

 

Jason Licon, Airport Manager 

http://www.stripes.com/news/army
http://www.stripes.com/news/former-paratrooper-recalls-wwii-incident-that-led-to-beer-fame-1.254178
http://www.stripes.com/news/army


Review: Lycoming Cold Weather Starting Techniques 
Be Cautious When Cranking Up The Mill In Very Cold Conditions 
As the nation shivers in the grips of what has been called a Polar Vortex, it might be advantageous to review 

Lycoming's 2002 cold-weather starting bulletin before you clear the snow from the hangar door and drag 

your bird out onto the tarmac. 

 
According to the document, in extremely low temperatures, oil congeals, battery capacity is lowered, and the 

starter can be overworked. Improper cold weather starting can result in abnormal engine wear, reduced per-

formance, shortened time between overhauls, or failure for the engine to operate properly. 

The use of pre-heat will facilitate starting during cold weather, and is required when the engine has been al-

lowed to drop to temperatures below +10°F/-12°C (+20°F/-6°C for –76 series engine models). Be sure that 

the engine oil is in compliance with the recommended grades. However, the use of a heated dipstick is not 

approved because heat is not distributed throughout the engine, and concentrated heat may damage non-

metal engine parts. Proper pre-heat requires a thorough decongealing of all oil. 

Lycoming says to pre-heat using hot air: 

 Use a high- volume hot air heater. But note that the hot air should be directed carefully to avoid heat 

damage to non-metal parts. Open cowl flaps if installed, so that heat build-up does not damage wiring, hos-

es, etc. 

 Apply hot air directly to the oil sump, external oil lines, cylinders, air intake, oil cooler and oil filter in 5 

to 10 minute intervals. Between intervals, feel the engine to be sure that it is retaining warmth. Also check to 

be sure that there is no damaging heat build-up. During the last 5 minutes, direct heat to the top of the en-

gine. 

 Immediately after pre-heating, start the engine according to the normal starting process. Avoid cranking 

for more than 5 seconds each start attempt. Due to the battery being cold and subject to rapid discharge, an 

auxiliary power source is recommended. 

 Avoid rapid acceleration after a cold start. Do not exceed idle RPM, recommended in the engine Opera-

tor’s Manual, until oil pressure is stabilized above the minimum idling range. Allow up to one minute for oil 

pressure to stabilize, since lines to the gage may remain cold. If oil pressure is not indicated within 30 sec-

onds, shut down the engine and determine the cause. If no leaks or damage is found, repeat the pre- heat be-

fore restarting. 
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Article continues on Page 5 

Reminder: 
 

Please pay your dues! 

Remember that you will continue to get the .25 per gallon 

discount on 100LL. 



 *** If you have an aviation story that you 

would like to share with us, feel free to email 

it to me at kim@raesz.com. *** 

www.coloradopilots.org 

L O C K  A N D  L INK  I T  FNL Pilots Association Newsletter 
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Air News 

Make sure that you have 

paid your dues. Here is 

the link so that you never 

miss out on anything that 

we do. 

Online Application 

Pay Your Dues 

You can now like us on  

 

 

https://

www.facebook.com/

fnlpilots.org  

 

 

 

And one of the most important 

places you can go is to Our web-

site.  

www.fnlpilots.org 

Here are some links that may be of some interest to 

many of you. 

 Colorado Aviation Business Association 

Front Range Helicopters 

Mountain Aviation 

College Park Airport (KCGS) is a public airport located  

in the City of College Park, in Prince Georges  

County, Maryland, USA. It is the world's oldest  

continuously operated airport.  
http://www.collegeparkairport.org/ 

Ever wondered what the oldest airport is??? 

CROSSFIRE MAGNETO SERVICE 

5293 GULFSTREAM CT 

LOVELAND, CO 80538 

970-672-6505 
http://crossfiremagneto.com 

Beringer Highlights French Wheel and Brake Innovation 

ainonline.com/aviation-news/ain-news-live/eaa-airventure/2013-08-01/

beringer-highlights-french-wheel-and-brake-innovation 

mailto:kim@raesz.com
http://www.coloradopilots.org
http://coloradopilots.org/
http://www.fnlpilots.org/documents/Contact%20Information.pdf
http://www.fnlpilots.org/paypal/PayNowButtonI.htm
https://www.facebook.com/fnlpilots.org
https://www.facebook.com/fnlpilots.org
https://www.facebook.com/fnlpilots.org
http://www.fnlpilots.org
http://www.mycaba.org/?utm_source=Copy+of+Copy+of+Feb+Notice&utm_campaign=safety+meetings&utm_medium=email
http://www.frontrangehelicopters.com
http://www.mountainaviation.com/
http://www.collegeparkairport.org/
http://www.515.eaachapter.org/
http://crossfiremagneto.com
http://ainonline.com/aviation-news/ain-news-live/eaa-airventure/2013-08-01/beringer-highlights-french-wheel-and-brake-innovation
http://ainonline.com/aviation-news/ain-news-live/eaa-airventure/2013-08-01/beringer-highlights-french-wheel-and-brake-innovation


FAA Safety Team | Safer Skies Through Education 

Here are a few online courses that you may be interested in to help you refresh. They are all free. 

Just follow the link to this website and then you can see all these links listed below.  

https://www.faasafety.gov/gslac/ALC/course_catalog.aspx  
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FNL Shirts are now available! 

Men’s and Women’s FNLPA embroidered polo shirts are now available to order on our 

website. www.fnlpilots.org.   The price of each shirt is $25.00. You can choose to have your 

name included at no extra charge. This is a great way to gain exposure for our group. White 

t-shirts for only $15.00 each. The white t-shirts will be available at the meetings.  

Starting in 2014 we will be added more products such as coffee mugs, hats, etc. 

Lycoming Cold Weather Starting Techniques Cont’d 

 Allow the engine to warm up at idle speed until oil pressure and temperature are stabilized within normal limits 

and proceed to ground check in accordance with the airframe manufacturer’s Pilots Operating Handbook. 

 Cycle the propeller control in accordance with the airframe and propeller manufacturer’s instructions to insure 

warm oil is circulated into the propeller dome. 

 After completing the ground check, and before attempting takeoff, check oil pressure, oil temperature, and cylin-

der head temperature to be sure that all are well within their normal operating ranges. 
Insure that when takeoff power is applied smoothly, oil pressure, fuel flow, manifold pressure, and RPM are steady. 

Surges or fluctuations may indicate that the engine is not warm enough for takeoff. 
Lycoming says the engine may not be warm enough for takeoff if there are indications of: 

 Engine roughness 

 Low, high or surging rpm 

 High, low, or fluctuating oil pressure 

High or low fuel flow 

Excessive manifold pressure 

And be sure to enjoy the scenery once you're airborne. 

FMI: www.lycoming.com 

Continued from Page 3 

https://www.faasafety.gov/gslac/ALC/course_catalog.aspx
http://www.fnlpilots.org/product-catalog.htm
http://www.fnlpilots.org/product-catalog.htm
http://www.fnlpilots.org/product-catalog.htm
http://www.fnlpilots.org/product-catalog.htm
http://www.lycoming.com


The construction is almost 
done. The barricades will stay 
up for 28 days until they are 
tested.  

 
 

www.fortloveair.com 
 

Fort Love Airport Facebook  

An Update from the Airport... 

Business Aviation Helps NBAA Member Reach New Heights  

Northern Colorado has a thriving economy and a booming real estate market. However, people are drawn to 

the region not just by the possibility for economic expansion, but to experience the breathtaking natural scenery 

and abundant recreational resources. With a vision for smart growth designed to integrate mixed-use communi-

ties into the fabric of the region, Water Valley Land Company has more than 4,500 acres of master-planned 

commercial and residential communities that offer dramatic mountain views within the bustling corridor that 

encompasses Windsor, Loveland and Greeley. 

 

Colorado native Martin Lind, president and owner of Water Valley Land Company, understands the value of 

the land. He grew up on a family farm in Aurora and tried his hand at agriculture. “After I could not get any-

thing to grow for three seasons, I figured I might be cut out for something else,” he said. So he applied his 

knowledge of land use and development trends in the region to create his company. 

 

Lind started the business 20 years ago as the sole employee. Today, the family-owned company has 130 em-

ployees managing the properties that are sold for commercial and residential uses, including subdivisions, well-

ness centers and golf courses. 

 

A Company Takes Flight 

 

Given the vast tracts of land that Lind and his associates must cover in the course of their work, business avia-

tion has been a natural fit for the company. In 2000, Lind  responded to an advertisement for the lease of a King 

Air 200 and entered into an agreement with two business partners. “We set up the partnership to ensure that the 

plane was used most efficiently,” Lind recalled. The use of busi-

ness aviation has been fundamental to his company’s success ever 

since. 

 

Today, Lind and his partners share a King Air 350, and Water 

Valley uses the airplane, typically with all the seats full, once or 

twice a week, or about 450 hours per year, to fly missions mostly 

within a 600-mile radius of their home base of Fort Collins-

Loveland Municipal Airport (FNL).  

Read more about this article… read more . 

Be sure the check your NOTAMS! 

The weather has given us a run for our money and lives the last 

week or so. Be sure that you check your NOTAMS to make sure 

that there aren’t any interference with search and rescue efforts that 

are still in effect.  
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Just  

Plane  

Funny 

And if you just want to shop, try these sites: 

http://www.barnstormers.com/  

http://www.trade-a-plane.com/ 

www.airplanemart.com  

This website also has a Facebook page. 

For a complete list of hangar for sale or lease check out our web-

site…  http://www.fnlpilots.org/hangars.pdf  

C LASSIFIEDS  

Chris & Patty Pettine   

cpettine1@gmail.com 970-631-2292 

Needs a 1/3 partner for a 1979  

C-180 Retired AF Pilot. 
 

Joe Essert  307-760-5191 

1/2 partnership in a 1960 Bonanza  M35 
 

For Sale - Sonbrai 2 Project - 85% complete with most parts to finish. Contact Edward  

Lawrence (970) 481-4491 wa5swd@att.net 
 

Looking for a third renter for hangar. Space for a small homebuilt such as an RV-6, Pitts, Kitfox, etc. 

Electric bi-fold door, Heated and insulated. West facing center unit in condo building. $215/mo.  

Call Lynn Biesemeier at 970-669-2286 
 

For Sale - 1/3 ownership in a Long EZ project based at KFNL - $3,500  

 Contact Larry Pilkington - lopilk@gmail.com  

 

For Sale - 1972 Cherokee Six 300 - 1/5 Ownership - Based @ KFNL- Click Here for Details 
 

For Sale. 1972 Cessna 182P based at KFNL. 5186TT,  452 SFRM, fresh annual, LR tanks, 56K.  

Contact Steve Hoffman  harleypilot12@yahoo.com  
 

For Sale - Sonbrai 2 Project - 85% complete with most parts to finish. 

Contact Edward Lawrence (970) 481-4491 wa5swd@att.net 

 

 

 

This is a new section that we will have to advertise any hangars, planes, aviation related merchandise for sale or wanted. 

Please email me @ kim@raesz.com with ads that you would like to insert. There is no charge for these ads. 
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Two 1/4 shares in 1979 Turbo 182RG for 

sale. Brand new rebuilt engine and new prop, 
heated hangar. Monte Florea 970.481.1391 

campuscash@comcast.net 
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