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Hello FNL Pilots Association Members.  

I hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving holiday.  You know it’s been just little 
over a year that Kim and I moved to Colorado to be in the clean air, amazing weather, 
wonderful people and an aviation community second to none.  We both jumped right 
in, head first, with the intent of carrying forward the outstanding work of all of the 
volunteers present and past.  I am grateful for the opportunity to serve as your FNL 
Pilots Association President for the next two years and I assure you that I am up to 
the challenge. 

   
Kim and I have been blessed in all of our new Northern Colorado friends and can’t 
wait to help make a difference.  I have an aggressive agenda set for 2014 which in-
cludes new activities, programs, leadership, educational programs, youth mentor-
ship and providing a good membership value proposition for our present and future 
membership.  I feel that our membership is our greatest asset and, I want to leverage 
our skillsets, expertise and renewed enthusiasm to take our chapter to new heights. 

 

I look forward to the challenge and working with all of you to expand our member-
ship and youth mentorship programs.  Join me in participating in our events, month-
ly membership meetings, fly-ins, and youth programs to make the FNL Pilots Associ-
ation the envy of Northern Colorado aviation experiences. 

Shell Oil announced on Tuesday that is had devel-

oped an unleaded 100-octane piston engine fuel 

to replace 100LL and, presumably, the fuel will 

enter the FAA’s recently established fuel testing 

and certification process. In a press release, Shell 

said the fuel is a culmination of 10 years in R&D 

and initial testing has been done with two OEMs, 

Lycoming and Piper. Read More  

Shell Announces Unleaded 100-Octane Fuel 
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A Word From Our President 

http://www.avweb.com/avwebflash/news/Shell-Announces-Unleaded-100-Octane-Fuel221070-1.html?ET=avweb:e2688:223335a:&st=email


Airport User/Tenant Associations- You Probably Don’t Know 

How Much You Need One! 
by David Ulane, AOPA NW Regional Manager 
 

Admit it- attending public-meetings, city council, county commission, airport board or other public meetings has the same allure for 

you as preparing a federal tax return by hand. Lengthy agendas, droll topics about non-pertinent issues and a litany of more enjoya-

ble things to do with your time all conspire to make attending public meetings low on most everyone’s priority list. 
 

But what about when something significant at your publicly-owned airport suddenly impacts you and your fellow users… in a big 

way? Have you been engaged? Are you up to speed? Do you know the key decision makers and the information and drivers behind 

their proposals or actions? If something is planned that you don’t support, can you influence a different course? Too often, the an-

swer for most aircraft owners, pilots and airport users is “no”. 
 

Prior to joining AOPA, I was fortunate to have enjoyed an airport management career that spanned more than two decades at large 

and small airports owned by cities, counties and independent airport authorities (“airport sponsors”, in the industry parlance). As a 

public official charged with effectively and efficiently managing a publicly owned asset, I always strived to operate the public’s airport 

in a transparent, informative, engaging and collaborative manner. I can tell you firsthand that the vast majority of airport profession-

als endeavor to do the same, and take great pride in providing a safe, efficient and well-planned community airport asset. 
 

Unfortunately that is not universally true, and some airport sponsors and the staff they employ don’t always take the effort to engage 

their constituents on issues, proposals and plans that affect them and the airport they use. So what is an aircraft owner, pilot or air-

port tenant to do? 
 

The answer is simple. If you don’t have an airport users/tenants/pilots association, start one. And do so even if you have the best 

airport manager you could wish for, and certainly before a significant issue affects you and your fellow aviators. A well-organized, 

consistently engaged users association is well worth your investment in time and resources, and will provide many benefits: 
 

* A voice. The ability to weigh in proactively on key airport decisions with the organized voice of many is critically important. Re-

member- if you’re based at a public airport, you have a say in how it’s managed, operated and improved. 
 

* Education. Airports, like aircraft, are complex machines driven by a multitude of unique requirements, standards and FAA regula-

tions often not familiar to pilots and airport tenants. Knowledge is power, and being engaged is a great way to learn about the unique 

vagaries, constraints and opportunities at your airport, and how they affect you as an airport user. 
 

* Collaboration. Collaboration and cooperation between the airport sponsor and airport users is a powerful tool. Trust me on this- 

it’s much easier for an airport to accomplish great things when users and the airport are working together. 
 

* Weight. A unified voice can provide airport users with significant influence when weighing in with airport sponsors and elected 

officials on airport issues. While some airport managers are pilots, many are not, and a pilot perspective on airport issues is always 

valuable. 
 

* Communication. Creation of a proactive, defined and inclusive communication channel between the airport sponsor and airport 

users allows for effective dialogue on issues before they become critical. 
 

* Community Engagement. The ability to proactively engage the surrounding community on pressures against the airport that arise 

from noise, overflights, emissions and other airport impacts. Having a group of well-organized pilots weigh in at a public hearing on a 

new housing development right off a runway end can be far more impactful than one airport manager reciting FAA land use recom-

mendations. 
 

* Fun! Lastly, a user’s association can be fun! Many airport user/pilot/tenant associations have refined into social, pilot-centric com-

munities as well. Is there a more enjoyable way to discuss your airport’s future than in a hangar over a beer and burger? 
 

So if your airport does not have a user’s/tenants/pilots association- I would strongly encourage you to connect with your fellow pilots 

and organize one. There are many great examples out there, including Grand Junction (Colorado) Airport Users and Tenants Asso-

ciation. And whether you have one or not, stay engaged at your airport. Take the time to get to know your airport manager and 

elected officials. Attend key public meetings, workshops and design charrettes that affect your airport’s future. Help host an airport 

open house. Get out and talk to the non-aviation groups in your community about the value of the airport  and the importance of 

general aviation. 
 

And above all, insist that elected officials, airport board members and airport staff at your airport are consistently transparent, en-

gaged and communicative with you and your fellow users, pilots and tenants. Remember- it’s a public airport and it belongs to you. 
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FLIGH T  SCH OOLS  H AVING  D IFFICULTY  F INDIN G  IN STRUCTORS  TO  TEACH  N EW  P ILOTS  

 

The pilot shortage that is looming for the airline industry has already hit GA, and that has the manufacturers 

of general aviation airplanes concerned. 

 
An enterprise report in the Wichita Business Journal points out that the number of active private pilots fell 

from 241,045 to 188,001 from 2002 to 2012, and the declining number of private pilots is filtering down 

through flight schools, and airplane sales. 

While there is a segment of the population ... business owners mostly 40 and above ... that is still expressing 

an interest in learning to fly, younger people do not think they have the resources to throw at getting a pilot 

certificate simply for the pleasure of flying. And some flight schools, such as Kansas State University, are 

having trouble finding qualified flight instructors to teach the ones that do. 

FAA statistics show that while there are fewer active private pilots, the number of student pilots entering 

training is growing ... but they don't finish or go on to get instrument or commercial tickets. Factors cited 

include time and cost ... and the price of operating an airplane is not likely to go down significantly, at least 

any time soon. 

 *** If you have an aviation story that you would like to share 

with us, feel free to email it to me at kim@raesz.com. *** 

www.coloradopilots.org 

L O C K  A N D  L INK  I T  FNL Pilots Association Newsletter 
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Air News 

Make sure that you have 

paid your dues. Here is 

the link so that you never 

miss out on anything that 

we do. 

Online Application 

Pay Your Dues 

You can now like us on  

 

 

https://

www.facebook.com/

fnlpilots.org  

 

 

 

And one of the most important 

places you can go is to Our web-

site.  

www.fnlpilots.org 

Here are some links that may be of some interest to 

many of you. 

 Colorado Aviation Business Association 

Front Range Helicopters 

Mountain Aviation 

Pilot Shortage Is Already A Reality In Some Sectors 

mailto:kim@raesz.com
http://www.coloradopilots.org
http://coloradopilots.org/
http://www.fnlpilots.org/documents/Contact%20Information.pdf
http://www.fnlpilots.org/paypal/PayNowButtonI.htm
https://www.facebook.com/fnlpilots.org
https://www.facebook.com/fnlpilots.org
https://www.facebook.com/fnlpilots.org
http://www.fnlpilots.org
http://www.mycaba.org/?utm_source=Copy+of+Copy+of+Feb+Notice&utm_campaign=safety+meetings&utm_medium=email
http://www.frontrangehelicopters.com
http://www.mountainaviation.com/
http://www.515.eaachapter.org/


FAA Safety Team | Safer Skies Through Education 

Here are a few online courses that you may be interested in to help you refresh. They are all free. 

Just follow the link to this website and then you can see all these links listed below.  

https://www.faasafety.gov/gslac/ALC/course_catalog.aspx  
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FNL Shirts are now available! 

Men’s and Women’s FNLPA embroidered polo shirts are now available to order on our 

website. www.fnlpilots.org.   The price of each shirt is $25.00. You can choose to have your 

name included at no extra charge. This is a great way to gain exposure for our group. White 

t-shirts for only $15.00 each. The white t-shirts will be available at the meetings.  

Starting in 2014 we will be added more products such as coffee mugs, hats, etc. 

FAA Medical Chief Targets Fat Pilots And Controllers  

Pilots and controllers who may be obese will have an extra hoop to jump for their medical certification to ensure they don't have 
obstructive sleep apnea (OSA). Federal Air Surgeon Dr. Fred Tilton has notified (PDF) Air Medical Examiners (AMEs) that they 
will soon be required to measure the body mass index (BMI) of all pilots and controllers during their medicals. Anyone with a BMI 
of 40 or more (up to 25 is normal)  will automatically have to be evaluated for OSA by a doctor who is a "board certified sleep 
specialist."  Anyone who has OSA has to get it treated successfully before he or she can fly again because OSA is a disqualifying 
condition. And, chances are, if their BMI is that high (five feet eight inches and 260 pounds) and their neck is that thick they do 
have OSA, according to Tilton. "OSA is almost universal" in those individuals, Tilton tells 
the AMEs. OSA disrupts restorative sleep and causes daytime sleepiness, cognitive im-
pairment and can even cause sudden cardiac death, but Tilton doesn't say in his brief 
note what data (how many OSA-related accidents have been recorded, for instance) his 
staff have used to draft the new rule. But it doesn't end with the obviously fat.  

Tilton says that while the initial action will target those with the BMIs above 40, his plan is 

to root out all sleep apnea victims and ensure they don't fly until they're treated. "Once we 

have appropriately dealt with every airman examinee who has a BMI of 40 or greater, we 

will gradually expand the testing pool by going to lower BMI measurements until we have 

identified and assured treatment for every airman with OSA," he wrote. That means even 

the moderately overweight (BMI of 30 or less) can likely expect the referral to a sleep specialist because Tilton says that up to 30 

percent of those who carry an extra 20 or 30 pounds have OSA. For unknown reasons, pilots will be targeted first. There are 

"logistical details" to be dealt with before the rule is implemented for controllers but Tilton said the plan is to include them, too. 

 National Air Traffic Controllers Association declined comment. 

https://www.faasafety.gov/gslac/ALC/course_catalog.aspx
http://www.fnlpilots.org/product-catalog.htm
http://www.fnlpilots.org/product-catalog.htm
http://www.fnlpilots.org/product-catalog.htm
http://www.fnlpilots.org/product-catalog.htm
http://www.avweb.com/avwebflash/news/FAA-Targets-Fat-Pilots-And-Controllers220978-1.html
http://www.faa.gov/other_visit/aviation_industry/designees_delegations/designee_types/ame/fasmb/media/201304.pdf
http://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/guidelines/obesity/BMI/bmicalc.htm


The construction is almost 
done. The barricades will stay 
up for 28 days until they are 
tested.  

 
 

www.fortloveair.com 
 

Fort Love Airport Facebook  

An Update from the Airport... 

World View Enterprises near-space balloon flights to begin in 2016 

The newest entry in the fledgling space (or near-space) tourism sector will see passengers take a balloon ride to an altitude 

of 30 km (18.6 mi) from where they will be treated to a spectacular view of the Earth. World View Enterprises has now 

obtained US Federal Aviation Administration approval for its proposed balloon experiences, which will cost US$75,000, 

and are projected to begin in 2016.  

A mere ten years elapsed between the first demonstration of controlled powered manned flight and the first commercial 

passenger air route. Those of us around at the beginning of the Space Age expected (perhaps naively) a rather rapid transi-

tion to orbital hotels and flourishing bases or colonies on the Moon, Mars, and elsewhere in the Solar System. 

Instead, nearly 70 years have passed without making much visible progress toward such a future. As a result, people are 

seeking something to give them a taste of space. While these sub-orbital offerings won't actually get you into space, which 

is defined as being 100 km (62 mi) from the Earth's surface, they may 

well satisfy these longings. 

Enter World View Enterprises, a start-up company based in Tucson, 

Arizona that is trying to strike a new balance to entice space enthusiasts 

into the fold of space tourism. The company hopes that very its high 

altitude balloon flights will press enough of the right buttons that space-

hungry enthusiasts will pony up $75K for a ride. 

 

Read more about this article… read more . 

Be sure the check your NOTAMS! 

The weather has given us a run for our money and lives the last 

week or so. Be sure that you check your NOTAMS to make sure 

that there aren’t any interference with search and rescue efforts that 

are still in effect.  
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http://www.fortloveair.org/
https://www.facebook.com/fortloveair
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Just  

Plane  

Funny 

And if you just want to shop, try these sites: 

http://www.barnstormers.com/  

http://www.trade-a-plane.com/ 

www.airplanemart.com  

This website also has a Facebook page. 

For a complete list of hangar for sale or lease check out our web-

site…  http://www.fnlpilots.org/hangars.pdf  

C LASSIFIEDS  

Chris & Patty Pettine   

cpettine1@gmail.com 970-631-2292 

Needs a 1/3 partner for a 1979  

C-180 Retired AF Pilot. 
 

Joe Essert  307-760-5191 

1/2 partnership in a 1960 Bonanza  M35 
 

For Sale - Sonbrai 2 Project - 85% complete with most parts to finish. Contact Edward  

Lawrence (970) 481-4491 wa5swd@att.net 
 

Looking for a third renter for hangar. Space for a small homebuilt such as an RV-6, Pitts, Kitfox, etc. 

Electric bi-fold door, Heated and insulated. West facing center unit in condo building. $215/mo.  

Call Lynn Biesemeier at 970-669-2286 
 

For Sale - 1/3 ownership in a Long EZ project based at KFNL - $3,500  

 Contact Larry Pilkington - lopilk@gmail.com  
 

For Sale - 1972 Cherokee Six 300 - 1/5 Ownership - Based @ KFNL- Click Here for Details 
 

For Sale. 1972 cessna 182P based at KFNL. 5186TT,  452 SFRM, fresh annual, LR tanks, 56K.  

Contact Steve Hoffman  harleypilot12@yahoo.com  
 

For Sale - Sonbrai 2 Project - 85% complete with most parts to finish. 

Contact Edward Lawrence (970) 481-4491 wa5swd@att.net 

 

 

 

This is a new section that we will have to advertise any hangars, planes, aviation related merchandise for sale or wanted. 

Please email me @ kim@raesz.com with ads that you would like to insert. There is no charge for these ads. 
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